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Foreword 

Trlis compil~tion of records of our br~nct of tne !tu.lston family con­
ns suf!:citnt U~c.:.terlC~.l, we belHve, to be o:' interest to t11e f::~~.nily. 
le u. fei> items <i!'e li.l.Cking, we u.re fortuna.te th<~t so wuch datt. could 
oota.ined. It is u reu~:.~.rk&.ble ~mount, as com-oa:red to records of other 
ge fw •. ilies sitllilL;..Tly widespre<J.d, d.nd out ot' contact with each other. 

It is hoped tn<.o.t ti:lrougt1 this beftinning, Ui.Ore lnformu.tion can be 
-ed. If you know of any correction or addition, I would appreci~te 

comments. 
Tne collection of do.tu. has been lllb.de possible by IIU:~.ny me:.;.btrs of 

e family, whose help ia most gratefully u.cknowledF,eri. Your interest 
splendid res::-onae hh.S been tne support needed to a.ccomplisn t.t:e task. 
Tne work w~s underta.ken ~ few ye~s ~go, on the basis of some inform­

on kt::pt by Mrs. James Glt.ndenninr-~ Ralston, <J.bout ner own t2.nc her hus-
1 s faJLily. bo.uie ruateriu.l w~s ki!:C.ly contributed by Dorotny Ralston 
d, whose time and effort is recognized und appreciated. Without this 

c informb.tion, I never would nave becomt: interested in a frudly record. 
am fortunate to nuve oeen able to t-.t.dd u great de!:i.l of da.tb.,through much 

espondence u.nc research. 
My mother left c~n~du in her eurly childhood, and hu.d lost truck of 
rElti.ti·,es. I nardly knew wnerr· to ber,in, but with help here und 

e, I was directed to Urs. hllun Uu.cLtod of Kincard1ne,Ontario 1 - the 
hall!€ of tne &..lstoii.S :;ea.rs a.go. Wi tn sol!le u.adresses sbe graciously 
isned, letters beg(J,n to fly, a.nd the record was off to u stn.rt. 

I found two other Ho.lston descc·ndo.nts who were. collecting family 
·- u.r.- William ~illu.r of Salem ,Ontario, and Mr. Blb.}~e .ttut lEdge of Cards­

,n.lbert"'. Some wu.teriul bus been c.xclm.nif·ed wi tn thf·m, a.nd each of us 
it.dded sowettin~: from time to tiwt:, building up tne record. I consider 

£ co~t~pila.tion tneirs as much c.:.s mine. Througn our mutud.l cooperation 
nelp, we cu.n present this ~terial. 

Our vital r~cords begin with a Jonn Ralston born in ~cotland in 1662. 
show tnc direct lint for severo.l subsequent generations, with a list 
tne orotnbrs and sisters in e~cn generu.tion. Tnen beginning with John 
ston born in 1805, tne pioneer ancestor in Cu.na.db., we have oui t( core-olete 

of nis descendants up to tne present time - 1957. 
!'n1u record u.i~nt well be dedicb.ted to C:Lll the Jnembt,rs of the fWJ.~.ily -

tnese descenacmts scu.ttered over Canada. b.nd nmc.n of the United States, 
in a few inst~nces, to otner coutries. 

I H.a. sure those who ha..ve been interested enough to wunt a copy will 
n the record in tneir fu.ruily for future gener&..tions, for eorue of tbe 
.t.ert-in is not to be found elsewhere, either in public cr family re-
• 
tlometj u.es we u.re pronE: to ibel tnu.t only our own life is of wucn import­

' but as we sctl.n tnc se pa.ges, we r~·ul1 ze wha.t a. sroall link our one 
1s in tllt' net·work of o. fti.lnily. 't're ctl.n admire the cou.:.·~e of those 

re us, who lived tnrougn difficult times t..nd conditions; C:i.Ild we can 
a grctl.ter kL:.st.ip with ot.lltrs wno share our her1ta.ge. 
To ~ll who~ this way concern, sincere ereetings! 
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\ Tnis compil<i.tion of records of our brancn of tne Ralston familY con-
r \ tains eufficumt material, we believe, to ~ of interest to the family. 
'- /) wznle a. few items are lacking, we are fortunate that so lllUCh _data could 

· be obtained. It is a remarkable amount, as compared to records of otner 
ls.rge families sizailb.l"ly widespread, and out of contact wi tn eacn other. 

It is hoped that through tnia beg1nning, more information can be 
added. If you know of any correction or addition, I would appreciate your 
. colltlent s. 
· Tne collection of data has been made possible by many members of the 
fatdly, whose help is most gratefully acknowledged. Your interest and 
aplendi<i response has been the support needed to accomplieh the task • 

.. , Tne work was undertaken a few years ago, on tne basis of some inform&-
" ':~atio::.l kept by Ure., James Glendenning Ralston, about. her own and .her .husband~s 

'!iJ.tuily. Some material was kindly contributed by Dorothy Ralston Howa.:rd,whose 
th:e and effort is racogn1zed and appreciated. Without these basic becords, 
I never WO'.lld have become interested in a fa~nily record. I am fortunate to 

... have been able to add a great deal of data, tnrougn much correspondence and 
:research. 
· My motner left Canada in her early childhood, and had lost track of 
·IIi::.~ny rala.ti ves. I hardly knew where to begin, but with help here and there, 
I was directed to Mrs. Allan MacLeod of Kincard1ne ,Ontario, - tne old home 
of tne Ralstons years ago. Sne is tne daugnter of Cnarles R8 lston,whom I 
knsw tob3 one my grandfatner's brotners.Witn some addressee she grac1ouely 
furn1sned, letters began to fly, and the record was off to a start. 

I found two otner Re.lston descendants who were collecting family data,­
lli.r.William Millar of So.lem,Ontarlo, and llr. Blake .H.utledge of Ca.rdston,A.l­
l.:;rta. Soule material has been e.xcnanged wi tn them, and eacn of us has add­
ed eometl1ing from time to time, blild.ing up the record. I consider this com­
p:aation tne1ra as mucn as mine. Tnrougn our mutual cooperation and help, 
"e can present this material. . _ 

Our vital records begin with a Jonn Ralston born in Scotland in 1662. 
We show tne direot line for several subsequent generationsr witn a list of 
tne brotners ~nd sisters in eacn generation. Tnen beginning witn Jonn 
Ritlston born in 1805, tbe pioneer ancestor in Canada, we have quite com-

.. ~,;Plete data of his desc~nda.nta up to,:the preae~t\time ~.1~57. .·., .,,,, ... 
'i'h Tnis record ·mignt well be ded1.cated to· all· the rnembers of tne family·:...,. 
to these descendants scattered over Canada and mucn of tne United States, 
~na in a few instances, to otner countries. 
,·; I am sure that those vmo have been interested enough to want a copy 
will reta1n the record in their family for future generatione, for some 
of the data contalnerJ. herein te not to be found elsewhere ,e 1 tner in publ1c 
or f&mily records • 
. ~· Soro.et irnes we are prone to feel tna.t only our own 1 ife 1 s of much 
importance, bu~ as we scan tneee pages, we realize wnat a small link our 
one life is in the network of a family. We can admire tr1e courage of 
tnoae before us,wno lived tnrougn difficult times and conditions; and we 
can feel a greater kinship witn others wno snare our heritage. 

To all Whom tnis may concern, sincere greetings! 
.. . , ~ 

~~-
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There are cert&in marked abilities and charaoteristics.which have 
appeared in many of the Ralston families. Not all of ua possess them, . 
but in those who do, these traits are f4uite definite, and 1t can be said 
of these persona nthey are RalstonsfM One trait is a remarkable capability 
with their hands, and deftness of fingers, no matter what their work. It 
is an old saying that • a Ralston can do anything with his hands.d This 
ability might be illustrated by this story: a young woman, an acquaintance 
of a •Ralston" who possessed this trait, accepted a position in a large 
concern in a distant cit1 where, he told her, a rel~tive ot his happened 

··to be employed. No mention was made of the relative's name, nor of the 
department or capacity in which she worked. One day the supervisor o! one 
of the departments was surprised by a young woman asking her 'Are you a 
relative of Mso-and-so~ (mentioning the •Ralston•s~name)? dWhy, yes,n 
replied the supervisor, "but how did you know?• 1 ! knew you,• the young 

,:l;~~oma.n,_::;:e:;~· ~!~e!!~ ota~~j~Hl~\h!0~!ttt~!8t~l~i!a!~~.!~~~·:iited'<~ttli···. 
! a.rtist1o ability, manifested. in various fields, some to a professional 
degree, and' many although they do not have .creative ability, nevertheless 

. have a definite appreciation, or artistic sense. ·. This is true also of 
·.~sical ability, which appears in quite a number of the families. 

there were rugged old Scottish character1st1os in the older genera­
_tiona, and a semblance of these is still noticeable, even with some who 
are not robust but have a remarkable wiriness, endurance and physical re­

·'·aerve. 'l'he, old family saying of •you ca.n•t kill a Ralston• has seemed 
true many times when members have·recuperated from almos-t hopeless ill­
nesses. And one still sees the resolute determination to keep active 
·and well. and the personal confidence that "there is nothing wrong with 
' . " . ' , ,me. 

John Ralston at 83 ( in 1888) is remembered by one of his grand­
daughters as etill active, and that he thought nothing of walking from 
his home in Berv1e,Ontar1o to Kinca.rdine,seven miles distant, to visit 
one of his children, and then on three miles farther to Stoney Island 
~o his :daugnter Jane's. If offered a ride,-he would decline, saying he 
1ras in .& hurry! 
, . · Another story illustrating this old :ruggedness, is told ot one ot 
'he older Ra.lstons. After being plagued by a tooth-ache, he was finally 

·.~:-~erauad~ to go to. tn,~ de_ntist.,.; ·W~el':l.ll~._.r.e~urn,ed,J;on,ae, ~~,.4~~cov~r~~··t•:,; J·'/• ·~> 
'"~~bat';~he' dentist, bad pulled· the' wrong ··tooth.· ., ·y·nruria'ted; be seised a. , ... ,f~fir/,'f,y. · 

pair of pliers. and pulled the tooth himself! Unfortunately, be used 
such force tna.t· he.broke off still another tooth! 

··~· Have we lost· something ot that rugged qua.li ty. in th1 s age of pa.in-
k1llers·and ••tre.nquilizera~•? Perha.ps in tll1s one way, beoauae our modern 
~ayot lite does not demand it, in this particular way. But each genera­
.'&1on has shown its own strength, a.nd in many ways has improved. · 
f There is. another qual1 ty that still appears in some o! ua, in 
every gonera.t1on. we won't aa.y it is a Ralston trait - perhaps it ia 

·just & manifestation ot some of that good old Sooteh Mdeterm1nation~. This 
c<:~.n be a good quality in some ways, but at times it makea ua difficult 
for others who ltJIJ.Y have different views. We won't call ii • atubbornneaa", 
·but if we think eometning, we pretty much &dhere to that ideal We hope, 
bowever, not to the extent of one old Scotchman ( not a Ralston in tnia 
•Oase), who could not be persuaded that he was mistaken about a certain 
regulation. Even when confronted with tho book of ruloa and regulations, 
ne declared there was a mistake in the printing! 

::: there ia u.n old family atory of a Ra,laton who •oouldna ta.ce hie , .. · 
friendad because one of the family married aomeone of Irish ancestry, 



and of another who told of how on the Sabbath, he would w~lk with his wife 
to her churo.tl, leu.ve her there. and go on to the nhooae ot God". . . . . . .. . . . . . . . "~" 

I wish I could include in this record something about the life and 
attainments of all of the members ot the Ralston family; but this wo~ld be 
impossible, for my personal knowledge and acquaintance ot many of the fami-
ly branches is limited. · 

To consider the ayerage, one would most certainly find, for the moet 
part, u. staunch and energetic and industtious family in the·Ralatons,whoae 
successes and &~abi tions 1fould compare most favorably with those of the 
average family of similar stock and bae.kground,-a family of considerable 

· ambi t1on, ability n.nd talent. . . ... . . . . . . -. . . . 
• • • • • 1 • • • • • • • 

There is little of the origin and early history of t.ne Ralston name 

a 

. ~t~!·•bat we can .. be, certain of, ·d.ue to the laok ot available •"erial, 'and tbe .,~l{#·' 
Confliction of information in the references that have been consulted. 

The sources of information differ considerably. One reference, - Craw­
ford, aaya that "Ralph, a younger son of Mac~xff,Tnane of Fife,obtained 
a grant of land in Renfrewshire (Scotland), and called it Ralphstown,thus 
originating the name • 11 Douglas, in his "Peerage 11 begins the line of the 

.Thanes or Earls of Fi.te witll MacDuff, wnom be also styles 11Thane of Fife• • 

. John de rordun, who flourished in the latter half of the 14th. century, 
seems to 'be the first to create llaoDuf:f 11 T.tw.ne and Earl of fife", his. 
etory later·. er.a.bellisheci by Wygtoun, Boece and Buchanan. _ 

Scotland's past is steeped in traditions, Which sometimes cloud the 
actual facts of history. Shakespeare's classic "Yaobeth" is based on 
legendary .material from Boeoe. here ~cDuff, Thane of F1te,opposee Macbeth 
a.nd assists ilalcolm to the throne - a a legend apparently discredited by 
later historians (Ohalmflrs,Skene}M, says Paul in his •scots• Peerage•o 
Black 1n '*SUrnames of Scotland• asserts that MacDuff was not a surname a.t 
the tiw.e of lliiloolm' s reign, and aocordin~~ to Skene, a.ny record of the 
earls of Fife of the family of WacDuff did not appear until much later, 
when Edelred ( or Ethelred), 1st. Earl of Fife, describes himself ( in the 
latter part of the llth.century) as lfson of Malcolm Oanmore,king of Soot­
land; Abbot o:f Dunkeld; Earl o! Fyf". 

Thus, if tlle Ralston name did originate through aome connection with 
-~,.',the MaCDI.tfts •. :tit:::ia ·an:~ . .,b,scure connection, and could.on~y be.:i:l'eferred.~o 
· as a 11 tradi t1ontt. .. · · ·· \ ·. , · .· · 

At any rate, the name of Ralston first appears in Renfrewshire,Scot­
land, from the lands or Barony of Raieton, near Paisley. The Ralstons-of­
that-Ilk are mentioned in charters aa far back as 1272,1346. Early in the 

- 15th.oentury John de Ralston or Ralphstown was Lord High Treasurer and 

•" '¥)• 

Bishop of Dunkeld. . 
c. Burke's peerage shows only one coat-of-arms used by the early Ra.lstons, 

and is described: ''Arms: (argent) on a bend (azure), three ec.ore in the 

n seed (or) 
Crest: A falcon (ppr) 

f "'~"-.. Supporters: Dexter, a man in armor; S1n1ater, 
·,~~ ><"", ~\. a horse , rampant , both ( ppr) • 
'\,. "(,~>~ lf.otto: Fide et llarte ( 1n fidelity and 

, i'l. ~~~ courage } 

K C\1 ~~~~~ . 'l'he family is of Anglo-lorman descent. 
\~ ·_ ·"' · .. ) The name of Ralston appeared later in shires or 

'--... . .J..i>);---., --~·;..:.<.~ counties bordering, or close to Rentrewahire. 
'~-~_v At£Ong letters of ltra. James Q. Ralston was one 

._,_,:~;~ ::'" .. ···:<~-·r.... .., : , ... lroa a woman in Scotland who was descended from 
.·Rough Sketch of 2

: t·::a. Beu RaJ. a ton ( 1551) • and W.b.o · at&ted that her . : 
·· Ralston Crest " . · .·· people were originally from ~shire and had 

; ;rge~t---silver;-a.zure---blue;-ox: gold; ppr.-(properT,-or natilraTcolor 





tdescended from tne Aucnentorlie branch of Ralston ( o! Paisley,Renf'rewsh1re), 
and tne Aucnengramont brancn ( of Hamilton.Lanarksntre). Bear Kilsyth (Bt1r­
l1ngeh1re), where many SOots were killed in the defeat of the Covenanters 
in 1845, there were Ralstons among the slain. With the information at hand 
at present, it would be impossible to state from which branch our family 
of Ra.lstons is descended. Since Paisley is close geogrii.phica.lly to the 
parishes where our first known &A.rncestors lived, it seems po&:&ible that our 
descent might have been from the Paisley branch; however, this certainly 
could not be stated as a fact. · 

Prior to 1855, the records that were kept in Scotland of births and 
marriages, were kept in each parish under the administration of the estab­
lished church. These records are now in the custody ot the Registrar Gen­
eral in the Register House, Edinburgh. Th(~re are some 1000 parishes re­
presented in these records, so unless one knows 1n what parish the family 
lived, a search is almost impossible. 

"""· . The. earliest Ralston listed in a. Bible, .ot our Ralston family was James 
~~ Ralston,··born ·about 1760, 'o! ··xirk1ntilloch :'in 'Dumbutonfkhire,Scotland.~·.~·'" <~ • ·. 

~1th this information, ~. Blake Rutledge of Alberta,Oanada ( a Rals­
ton descendant) was able to institute search through the Soots• Ancestry 
Resea-rch Society. Their search of the records of Iirk1nt1llocn ud ne'-gh­
oor1ng par1anes :na.a established for us tne record of two generations pre­
vious to this James Ralston. Tbe Society wa.s unable to traoe the line any 

·. farther back, due to lack of extant records. 
Tbe records of these two earlier generations wera found in the old 

·. parish records of Kirk1nt1lloch and Ca.dder. ltirk1nt1lloch is located in 
: the ."detached" portion of Dumba.rtionsh1re; Ca.dder is a few miles west, in 

that area of Ldn~kshire which lies between the main body of Dumbarton­
ahtre and its •detached" portion. 
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·;.r Kirkintillocn is situated about 8 miles northeast of Glasgow, on 

-the .Forth and Clyde Canal. The na.w.e comes from tne old burgh, or barony 
·of th~t n~me, which firat Gppebrs in 1296 as •tircontolagh", •Kyrkyntol­

agnd, luter spelled '1Kirk1ntolowlf • "Kirkentulacn,.. • - down to the present 
'·,·spelling. . . · · · 

The ancient Roman wall o! .(intoninus ran througn the town, tb6 Gaelic 

'' 

--- -----~-·----·-



name of whion •caeru (fort) means the •tort at the end of the ridge~. 
There are tracee left ot tne a.noient wa.ll and fortress, and of the founda­
tion of the oastle of the Oomyns. • 

• (It it~ interesting here to note tbut John Comyn•s wife 
Isabella, Countess of Bucna.n, crowned "Robert the Bruce 11 

King of Scotland in 1306, claiming this bere41tary 
right of her family, tbe UacDuffs, earls of 71te}. 

In th~ following pages, the records of the first generations of our 
R~laton branch ( of which we have found record), are shown as submitted 
by the Scots• Ancestry Research Society, the n~mes copied just as they 
appeared in the old parochial registers.Variations in the spelling of 
the Ralston name are apparent - 1 t did not appear as Ralston in the par­
ish records until the entry of the birth of John in 1805. 

( John Ra.iltonne born at ) 
( died at ) 

~ married on at ~ 
, ( Children: ) 

j'·-.-.;,; .. 

( 1. John-lla.iltonne b. llar.23,1662 at Oadder wish , )). 
( Lanarkahire,Seot. 
( m. on at ) 
( C~ildren : ) 
( 1. John Ralton ? ) 
( The Scots• Ancestry Researcll 6oo' y states tt1 t is possible tr.at the ) 
( John Ra1ltonne born in 1663 may have been the father ot John Ralton ) 
( wbo married Ieobell William in 1714, but lack of extant records precltld~ 
( ed any further research on this line.» (The parish registers of Kirk- ) 
( intilloch,Oadder,Oampsie,Oumbernauld, and Kilsyth were searched. ) 
( ~ ) _......,_~ _________ .....,.. ____________ _... .............. __ ..., ___ _ 
l. I • lQ!Yi .... R...,A...,L"' ...... o .... N-. 

ISOBELL WILLIAM 

b. 
d. 

b. 
d. 

____________ at -----------­
________ at ------

------at -----­_____ ...,...at ------

(Toe marriage recorded in tne old parochial register as follows: 
usept.ll,l714 John Ralton in this parish and Isobell William 
in the parish of Oa.mpsie 11 (wi tll a testimonial from there), 11 bad 
their purpose of marriage three aeverall snbb&ths orderly pro­
claimed, and nothing objected against tne same, they were mar-
ried the 8th. October.~ ) . 



z. 
4 
5 
e 
7 
8 

6 

.9 

XI. Children of John Ralton & Isobell William Ralton: 
(Recorded 1n-p;r1sh registers of Cadder,Lunarksh1re) 

l. Je~n Ralton baptised Nov.20,1715 at Hillhead of Gartferr1e 
a. John Ralton bp. Dec. ~3,1718 at • • • 
3. ~Y Halton bp. Apr. 3,1?20 at Bodlayland (died young) 
4. W1ll1wa Ralion bp. July 29,1722 at " (see S,below) 
5. J.W.ry Ralton bp • .aug• 9,1724 at (Jartferrieland t 
6. Jannet Ralton bp. uay 3,1730 at Oart!errie 

II. WILLIAM ~LTON bp. 

m. W\RY BLaiR 

Julz 29,1722 at Bodlayland 
Recorded in Cadder po.rish aa fol­
lows: UJuly 29th. 1722, William 
lawful son to John Halton, in 
Bodlaylund 7 bapti&3d, witnesses 
thereof David Calder and William 
,Drew. • ., '"'at;.,&~~lk\·~~·. -------

a.t 

5 

b. 
d. --------------at---------------

on . · about 1748 at 
III. Child% en of W:-::1"="1"="1"'!""1am-·..,R~a..,ll:'"":t:-o-n--::o&~Jia,...._--r-y Blair R.al ton: 

,,lo ,l• Jean Ralton b.& bp. Apr.l4,1749 a.t Kirkintilloch 
11 2( \t1ll1am Ra.lton b.& bp. Feb.9, 1752 at " 
12 . 3~ \l.targa.ret Ralton b. flov. 19,1757 bp.Nov. 20 at If 

13 4. James R.a.lton b. loUl.r. 26,1781 at Xirkintilloon bp.llar.29th. 
(see 13, below) 

-., > 

13 III. ,JA11.ES RAL'tON b. U&r.28,1781 at Kirkintilloch 
bp. Mar.29th. Dumbartonshire,Soot. 

14 

15,16 
17 

d. Feb. 6,1835 a.t ..,n ... r.,..o ... ba-.b.-l_.z~"--­
( Bible record) 

James Ralston is tne first one of whom the family had record. 
In an old Ralston Bible, his name appears with tbe date of 
his death; name ot his first wife, n~mes and dates o! birth 
of tneir daughters; name of his second wife, and the names 
and dates. of birth, of ---their eh1ldren. Hia date :·of ;b1rth·(·ilnd. Jf: 
ot his marriage was obtained through the Soots• Ancestry Re­
search Society. 

In the old parochial register of K1rk1nt1lloch, his birth is 
recorded: nRalton - James, son l~wfl.to William Rulton, por 
in Townhead, & ~y Blair his Spouse, born the 26th. of 
March 1761 & Bap: 29th. do.~ (Por- portioner, or owner of 

land) 
Jwmes Ralston was spoken of as "laird• (landowner) of K1rk1n~ 
t1llooh 

m. (1) Janet Burns on at -----
She d. before 1802 

Cntldren: Jean b.Feb.9,1794; Janet b.June 24,1796 
m. (a) WARGARET MAO LEAN b. at from the Isle ot Mull 

--- Argylls ire, Sootland 
d. at 
(Said to be 102 -y-rs-.-o ... f:--ag-e--::1~) 

on Aug. 10, 1803 at Cadder par1ah, Lanarkshire 
• Uarr~age 1802 August lOth. James Ral ton and ')l(ugaret '_ · 

Uu.oLean both . in parish o! C&dder" .. .. . J __ • · 



















































































































I lk .. ve b;?nt c.. copy o"i' :,.·J'..lr Teco:-c to .. h.:..:l • 
v.f.:J is u.lso CJ>u:i:=Jilinf :... recorc; he if: r.:orkinii:· 11:ore on .k..ill:::.r 

Gut he ie to on the R£lstons. I think it 
is for to have record too, for that hdti to 
-r;..::e possibilit:' of t:C .. eir survivc.l, ron 1 t it? Perhc..ps you can g:uess 

records c.re lost or destroyed, c..nd it is no easy ti:l.sk 
to fin:i tr:,e infor;uation o..,::·c:..in. 

EotL ant I been trying to lehrn 
tte Ralstons to tried 

lc..nd recorcis, <.-nd. tr.e vitc..l statistics records in Cc..nc...di:l., 
c....lso t;l;osc of Scotlc.::ld, but Lc.ve !'.ound to help uE. So fe:.r 
we not fauna record of tte oirth?1c..ce of the older children 
of Joi:n c..nC:. R,;_)Eton. 

settled. first ia (Dc..lhous­
ie or LncH .... JnJ.c tov:msfJ.ip, neu.r rt::rt.L: .... nc Lc..ne:.rk) so;nt:: tL;J.e c...fter 
o.lnut 165C.., '"Jveci to Bruce County. Do you reco..ll evo· your 
fc..tner sc..y- w:nether w.:;;.s oorn in Co'...mt:.c, or in Bruce Crmnty 
o.t KillCC..:'ciine or E.::rvie? 

..-.1·e you ever in contact Vlith i.icJ:a ... nus,your .n.unt 
ll.ie:.ry 1 s p·c..ndson, i..:..nc s0n of .nl1a.n I wrote l:L, Gra.nd 

8Ut Lave hc..f no reply. hea.rd te is not ve:-y 

I to give you a.s 
I tLirlk : ou c..nc'. he wie:i::t like to g·et o.cquc.L1ted vic. tte r.uc..ils. He 
L . a. fc..rr;.;. a.t Sc:.le:.l,0.1tc...rio, o.nd is in tre :::ee business. You illi§'·ht 
i'LJ.C. so.;,e interests. he is son of l.:o.thew Virtue l.:.illF_.r, 

;;:n.m,;est of -ci1e ::.:.illc...r HE is <.:.b01..'.t your <::..ge - 0..nc 
c..lso. His o.cicress is just hec..r­

int r'ro1:. Li. ... 

It artistic crops out in cuite a. 
few of tLe Ralston Lena illentioned tho.t one 

your boys ti.;..lent c..lonh line,too. 

I v:onde:r if you think I h:il too rr.,.lch c.. sticker 
for i..:..ll if I ask you for c. couple which were ap­

overlooked you were the dati..:.. I 
Ccl'tu.inl:.t co n.ot v:c..nt to be o. pest, but on +.1-:.s otLer hc.nd, I try 
t•) t::;..ke c....s L:'..1C.h 'Jc...ins to hc..ve fc...;,il•.; 1 s record c..s co,_,plete o.s 
I wuulci written sister"a nuLber of to get 

send we b. few I She c...lwo.ys forgets c..bout it 
wten writing). Please don't go to bother, though. 

I ;-;Len I st:..rteo to co y, the birth ce:.te 
of ;.0ur EO:J. :Cor.<.ld's ;:;ife l:;....s DJ)t i.:).ven . tr:e d<:Lte of birth of 
your son Robert 1 s e (..:..a.r. S , Dut no ;,re<..r) . I do ho.t e to c.sk for 
tLis, f.Jr your recoras v:e;re soco; .. plete in ev8ry just prc..c-



tico.lly ;;er.fec"t . .nne i:l.I2'Uin, I want to thani:: you very :.~'lch. 

Yes inreed, we would cer"tainly like to stop a~d see 
you if we sh~uld ever be in your part of the country. And we hope 
you folks will do tne Si:l.me if yo~ ever ~et out our wo.y. 

We L~~ tne ple~sure recently of hhvin~ one a~ the 11

Cr)USins
11 

visit us. Slle is 0. db.Ufl1ter of .hlo.ry uallc~r Dc.:.no., <....nd 
lives near nere b..t Ve:..::wo'Jver, Wash. The Danc...s lived a.t Bottineau; 
the ot~er da.u~Lter lives at hinot at present. 

~ith very best nishes to you and your wife and fa~ily, 

Sincerely vo:us, 

( ,- ,... E' ) ~rs. l.-. • 



1:.1'. Cl yc'_e Rc..: E t ,Jn, 
Pet tr SC'll'b, N ortL Dc..kotc... 

Deo.r Si1~: 

.,. .... , ..• ---~~ 

lEGl-2r:C: .. 1.ve. 7:., 
Sec. t t lE, ;:c... s:j_ ~~ton 
Feo.2, l=:tE:· 

--, 

I h~~e ceen enae~vorinf t~ c..Fse~tle ~n~ cow~ile a 
Rc..l£-ton fo.;.,iJ_y recorC.., <:.IlC. Lc.ve 't:fen i:o:etting in toucl: with !r:.em­
cers of t~e 6ifferent fc...~ilies, to ~et do.tb c~ncerni~g thAir 
pc..rticulo.r :rc..ncL. 

liector li<.,l~;;t,)::-1 1 G C'"-Ue.c.Ltc:r l.:J's. Lem • .ia..cConnc..chie {h'i::.o 
is ~Y ~otLer 1 s CJ~sin) kin~1~ f~ve ilie your o.66ress. ~Y MottEr 
is u. C..Lo.ugl:lter of J~..iec~ .H.c..lston,one of :;our f<...tl':.er's brottE:rs; 
ste is of course your first cousi~,the so.~e ~s Lena. 

~a you prob~tli kno~, there were ten ctil~ren of John 
R<-..1 st on c..ac_ Jo;b.Tt~c.;..ret Cilen~erming Rc..lst on: 

1. .rLc..r ga.1· et ( llJ.O.I'l' i eci Wi 11 iaul .ki 1l<;;.r) 
G • .w.c...r:r (~.John .ul.C.U;;..nus) 
~. Ja..,,es (.Jl • .tb,c..ndo. Johnson) 
':r. Jotn (;.u.l.l.c..ry Print_~le) 
t. Willi~~ c~. ? ' 
b. ~ntrew (~.Ellen kcDonc..ld) 
7. Jeo.n (r.J.l.iurdoch Jio.cLeod) 
- -- .._ ( . - m• , ) t • he c "'-n· .r •• ~c..r y .ti.nn nl~ea. ... y 
3. Ch~rles (~.L!dia Nye) 

:!.0. ~ .. llc...r ... (:; .. Elizc.. Fa.ir) 

I t~ve teEn fortunate in being able to correspon6 
~itt someone !row ne~rly o.ll a~ these fa.~ili~E, though I still 
h~ve some to cont~ct. 

Cousin Lenh s~i6 she kne~ you wm1ld furnish me with 
C.o.tc... concernLlf-' ;y::mr fu.Lily - .ti.lla.:'l a.nd Eliza. Fair c..:1C. tl:eir 
c.:.ildren a.~:d fu. .... iliEs. I would a.p;Jrecib.te it very r;Juch. I am 
enqlosing o. steet for . Jur convenience. Will you pleo.se fill 
out r,bo.t you Ci.re uble to. I:f the-r·e is so;:~e informc...tion you do 
not ha.ve, per:Co.ps y,)u could give t •• e the address of s::n:e one 
l\Lo wo'J.ld krnr:. I ~oulc like to l:.a.7e ea.cb. fc=*t.,ily' s record as 
cowplete o.s ~ossicle. 

1.Lile c-JrrEsponcir•t,· v~i tr~ SOtll€ of the cousins in Cano.­
~c..., I leo.rnea t~o.t two of tLe~ (gro.ndsons of ~argo.ret Ralston 
u.illc..r) o.re ul6o v.orkir-•t on c... record.. So perho.ps \', i th our qom-



- _ .. - ---~---~ .--
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':..._ ........... ~ . - -- -- .... ----

cineci ef.f:>rts, v~·e ,;;U.y t..e c...'cle t.-) g;et SOtuethi:lf:;> t9f.·ether. Ev­
eryo.ne t.c...s teen very nic~, c...:1c so l-.elpf,Jl, it has been a pleus­
ure to do thE: rork. 

I C.o nAt hu.ve H .. uch ti:r:e for it, o.s I a:u busy cu.ring 
!'or :Hy fc..: .• il:·.- c.nci household, c.nci n:y mother, who is BE. My gro.nd­
wother stu.rted to get these records together years ago, so I 
feel th~t I should do what I can to cowplete the~,before they 
c..re lost or scc...ttered. ~i.S soon o.s I can get c..ll possible informc;.­
tion, I ho~e to get the ~ecord completed, so I cc.n give a copy 
to any fu.~ily ~ho is intereetee c..nd wc...nts one. 

~Y ~otter (Idu.) re~e~bers her Uncle Allan so well, 
buck in Cam~6a. v-hen si:H:~ wc...s a. s::..a.ll g-irl, c...:1C. wu.s so fond of 
hiw. Sl:.e c...lso re;uerubers your l.a.other cefore she Wt..s uiarried to 
your· Fa.ther. 

~Len C.id your ~otter a.nc Father move to North Dakota? 

~ot~er 1 s father aieC. when she wo.s about 8 years old, 
~~c ner ~other brought the fa.~ily to the St~tes - to Nebra.ska; 
when grown, they see~ed to scc..tter here and ttere.~y Moth~r a.nd 
Ft..tter (Joseph Graha~) settled in Cheyenne,~yo~ing in 1894-
where wy sister,brother a.nci ~yself grew u~. Ly ~other h~s a sis­
ter t..n~ o. brother who h~ve lived in Sehttle since e~rly in the 
190C•s; her oldest sister,who died a few yec.rs ago,hc...d &.lso 
lived here .ula.ny years. The Ralston fo.u1il:r o.nd descenda.nts have 
spreo.d out over consider~ble territory, c...s you will notice from 
the record we hope to send you. 

Lena. su.ys you ho..ve a. nice fa.1:1il y, with seven-,.1 sons 
~nt c. da.u~hter, socie of thew living close to you. We would sure­
ly like to hec...r so~etting ubout you all. 

tit~ kindest wishes fro~ my Uother and myself, to 
you t..nd your fa.iliily, I ahl 

Sincerel~', 

c!J~~~ 
(Mrs. C.E.Turner) 

.. 
' 

... .. -- ·- -

P.S. Leno. so.iC. Jour brotter Jack a.:1d sister Doris huve pc..ssed 
c..r.o.y. Could. . 0u give :L.e do. to. concerni r.e-c· thew or the aderess of ~-\t 
o.ny of chilcren to wholll I !Lig·ht v:ri te? 


